
NEW RELEASES
2022       2023

Mark Your Calendar
Summer Film Institute, June 11-17, 2023 
Organized and hosted by the DEFA Film Library at 
UMass Amherst.

Hidden Figures: Blackness and Black 
Experiences in DEFA and the GDR

Co-directors: Priscilla Layne (UNC - Chapel Hill), 
Evan Torner (Univ. of Cincinnati)

Look for updates on umass.edu/defa or 
sign up for our e-newsletter at filmtour@umass.edu

Available on: DVD , Rental   and/or
Educational Streaming 

All films with English subtitles and not rated.

Featured on the front cover

Miss Butterfly 
GDR, 1965-66 / 2020, Dir. Kurt Barthel, 68 min., b/w  
Script: Christa Wolf, Gerhard Wolf, Kurt Barthel 
When their father dies, 17-year-old Helene Raupe and her little sister 
become orphans and must face the challenges of life in East Berlin. 
Combining fantasy scenes and clips shot in public with a hidden 
camera, the film was slated to be DEFA’s first official experimental 
film. While still in production, though, it was banned for its supposedly 
negative portrayal of daily life and subscribing to bourgeois values. In 
2020, this unique film was finally reconstructed, based on the original 
script and using preserved film and audio materials.

ART & POWER: The Films of Lutz Dammbeck
A selection of these films is also available on the DVD Art Unleashed: Experiments 
on Film by Lutz Dammbeck. 
All titles are also available for educational streaming on Kanopy or directly from us.

This retrospective, which premiered at Washington’s National Gallery in 2019, 
includes the complete cinematic oeuvre of German filmmaker and media artist 
Lutz Dammbeck. Made 1975 – 2015, the 18 titles include documented media 
collages, animations, and experimental and documentary films. This program 
offers viewers the opportunity to discover one of Germany’s most innovative 
contemporary artists, whose work blends film, art and politics in bold and 
unexpected ways.

For more information on the films, scan:

EVERYDAY POETRY: The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz 
These films are also available on the 4-DVD set  EVERYDAY POETRY: 
The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz and for educational streaming on Kanopy or 
directly from us.

After its successful tour in 2021-22, with screenings at New York’s Anthology Film 
Archives, Mar del Plata Film Festival in Argentina and Play-Doc in Spain, this 
retrospective is now available for rental.  

Including the nine films that Helke Misselwitz directed at the DEFA Studios, the pro-
gram features Winter Adé, the groundbreaking 1988 portrayal of East German women 
that made Misselwitz known worldwide, and her feature film debut Herzsprung (1992), 
a tragic romance set after the Wende. Also part of the retrospective are: Bulky Trash 
(1990), Who’s Afraid of the Bogeyman (1989), TangoDream (1985), Tango (1985), 
35 Photos (1984/85), Nude Photography - e.g. Gundula Schulze (1983) and The Marx Family 
(1983/88). Each film in its own way reflects Misselwitz‘s highly personal style, aesthetic 
and voice. At the time they were made, they also represented a challenge to mainstream 
(largely male) DEFA filmmaking and were often not widely distributed or banned. 

For more information on the films, scan: 

For more rental titles and formats, please visit our website or email us.

DEFA Film Library I 502 Herter Hall I UMass Amherst  
161 Presidents Drive | Amherst, MA 01003 
umass.edu/defa | defa@german.umass.edu | ☎ (413) 545-6681

 @defafilmlibraryamherst  |    @defafilmlibrary

Designed by HELMBOLD Design - Berlin | Printed by Amherst Copy & Designworks

Graduate Student 
Essay Award 2023

This annual prize is awarded for the best graduate 
student paper on East German cinema. The prize 
is accompanied by a cash award of $500 from the 
Founder’s Fund for Student Research, established in 
honor of the DEFA Film Library’s founding director, 
Barton Byg, to help support research into East 
German cinema. (See details at umass.edu/defa)

Eligibility: US or international graduate students, 
including recent graduates (since January 1, 2022).

Deadline: August 15, 2023

2021 Winner: Thomas Preston (Columbia Univ.), for 
his paper „Loneliness and Pathos in Heiner Carow‘s 
Coming Out“

THE DEFA FILM LIBRARY 
IS TURNING 30!

CELEBRATE WITH US AND
WATCH AND SCREEN 
OUR FILMS.

DEFA FILM LIBRARY
[East] German Cinema & Beyond, since 1993

Rent Our Recent Retrospectives for Your Festival,
Cultural or Educational Institution or Cinema 

Photo:  Sandra Buschow

Coming Out 
(GDR, 1989, 
dir. Heiner Carow)
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Beauty & Decay
Germany, 2019, 79 min., color, doc. 

A portrait of three artists who took 
part in the rebellious and creative 
East German youth scene of the 
1980s, when photographer Sven 
Marquardt took black-and-white 
portraits of artists in East Berlin’s 
subcultures, of which he was 
also part. He has now returned 
to photography and is again 
working with Dome, one of his 
favorite models. They also talk with 

photographer Robert Paris, the ‘pretty’ punk who was another 
of Marquardt’s models. 

The Brasch Family
Germany, 2018, 100 min., color, doc. 

Brasch: one of the most legendary 
and sensational names of (East) 
Germany. Director Hendel presents 
three generations of the Brasch 
family as a microcosm of tensions 
that raged in post-WWII Europe: 
between East and West, art and 
politics, communism and religion, 
love and betrayal, utopia and 
self-destruction. The film includes 
interviews with authors Marion 

Brasch and Christoph Hein, actress Katharina Thalbach, 
singer-songwriter Bettina Wegner and others.

Scan for a complete list of all 
educational streaming titles on 
Kanopy

Eastside Stories: Musicals Made in the GDR  
3-DVD Set         | Single titles:                  
As of the early-1960s, the DEFA Studios explored the genre of 
film musicals, inspired by Hollywood productions and revue films 
of the 1930’s–40’s, as a means to attract young audiences to 
movie theaters. This collection features three musicals with East 
Germany’s celebrity couple, the pop stars Chris Doerk and Frank 
Schöbel. 

Don’t Cheat, Darling!
GDR, 1972, Dir. Joachim Hasler, 91 min., color
A rivalry between a men’s and women’s soccer team is 
resolved when the team leaders fall in love.

Hot Summer 
GDR, 1967, Dir. Joachim Hasler, 91 min., color
Hitchhiking to the Baltic Sea, a group of girls and a 
group of boys compete to get there first. Soon, a love 
triangle takes center stage.

Wedding Night in the Rain 
GDR, 1967, Dir. Horst Seemann, 100 min., color
Gabi, a young hairdresser, desperately wants to be East 
Germany’s first female jockey. She’ll do anything to 
fulfill her dream. A film in Totalvision with a jazzy score.

Everyday Poetry: 
The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz 
4-DVD Set         | Single titles:                   
Helke Misselwitz, one of East Germany’s few women filmmakers, 
produced nine films before the DEFA Studios were closed in 1992. 
(See the back for more on the films.)

This boxed set presents these alongside extensive bonus features, 
such as newly commissioned texts by art historian Sara Blaylock 
(Univ. of MN Duluth) and Berlin-based film historian Claus Löser as 
well as a new interview with the director conducted by Peter Badel 
and Ilka Brombach (Filmuniversität Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF).

The Break-In GDR, 1988, Dir. Frank Beyer, 118 min., color

Berlin, 1946: Three small-time, oddball crooks plan the heist of their lives: breaking into 
the vault of Germany’s Transit Credit Union to steal the Reichsbahn payroll. Despite 
unforeseen incidents, the robbers are able to take off with the loot; but a motley police 
team is on their heels. Scriptwriter Wolfgang Kohlhaase turned this true story into a tour 
de force full of sharp, witty dialogue. This crime comedy offers a colorful portrayal of 
post-war Berlin and has a stellar cast: Otto Sander, Götz George, Rolf Hoppe. 

Fallada – The Last Chapter  GDR, 1988, Dir. Roland Gräf, 100 min., color

German novelist Hans Fallada (1893-1947) lives with his family in a remote town. His craving 
for peace and harmony collides with both his inner turmoil and the growing power of 
the Nazis. Believing that he can stay out of politics, he is conflicted when the Propaganda 
Ministry wants him to write an anti-Semitic work. He falls into a deep depression as 
substance abuse replaces writing. Things get no easier when his wife leaves him and 
his new lover pulls him deeper into the abyss. 

Mother Courage and Her Children  
GDR, 1960, Dirs. Peter Palitzsch, Manfred Wekwerth, 151 min., b/w

This film strictly follows the 1949 Berliner Ensemble (BE) stage production by Bertolt 
Brecht and Erich Engel. Though a film adaptation had been discussed since the late-
1940s, neither Engel nor director Wolfgang Staudte—who shot parts of an earlier version 
in 1955—could please Brecht. Finally, BE directors Palitzsch and Wekwerth took on the 
project and produced an adaptation in the Brechtian tradition with BE actors, including 
Helene Weigel in the leading role.

Star-Crossed Lovers GDR, 1962, Dir. Frank Beyer, 88 min., b/w 

In the final days of WWII, two defectors—the German soldier Michael and sergeant 
Jürgen—are on a Soviet plane to Moscow. In flashbacks, they remember their childhood 
in 1930’s Berlin. After the Nazis came to power, they had gone different ways: Jürgen 
joined the SA; Michael rebelled and was sent to a concentration camp; and their friend 
Magdalena got involved in the anti-Nazi resistance. In 1943, Michael unexpectedly meets 
Jürgen again… This release is based on the 4K restoration done by L’immagine Ritrovata 
Laboratory. 

Stielke, Heinz, Fifteen GDR, 1985-86, Dir. Michael Kann, 98 min., color

Heinz Stielke is a fanatic Hitler Youth member. Then he learns that his father, a hero who 
died fighting for his fatherland, was Jewish. From one day to the next, Heinz is expelled 
from high school, and his classmates approach him with malice and violence. He is 
shocked to be experiencing the anti-Semitism he had only heard about. When his mother 
dies in a bombing, he is left entirely alone…

…and Fridays at the Green Hell GDR, 1989, Dir. Ernst Cantzler, 49 min., color, doc.

For its fans, soccer is much more than just a game: it is a place to let out their frustrations in 
the last days of East Germany. Riots, massive clashes with opposing fan groups and fights with 
the police were common at GDR soccer games, and soccer fandom formed a subculture that 
eluded official control.

Claiming Space – East Germany’s Independent Art Exhibit Scene
Germany, 2009, By Claus Löser, Jakobine Motz, 100 min., color & b/w, doc. 

As of the late-1970s, young East German artists, especially in the larger cities, created spaces 
for cultural experimentation separate from official channels. With their art, they rebelled 
against both the art market and the country’s political climate. Original film footage is juxtapo-
sed with interviews with contemporary artists including Lutz Dammbeck, Michael Morgner, 
Fine Kwiatkowski and Else Gabriel. 

It’ll Be OK GDR/Germany, 1987-90, dir. Bernd Sahling, 78 min., color & b/w, doc. 

After a difficult childhood, 13-year-old Stummel decides to go punk. He wants to be indepen-
dent and find his own way in life, but feels he has no place in East German society. Fighting 
and playing punk music is how he copes with the situation. He breaks the law, ending up in 
detention centers and even prison. The film documents almost four years of Stummel’s life in 
East and West Germany. 

Snack Bar Special GDR, 1990, Dir. Thomas Heise, 27 min., b/w, doc. 

East Germany’s decline in fall 1989… from the point of view of workers at the snack bar at the 
Berlin-Lichtenberg Station. They share personal experiences, resentment against the state 
and the decision to retreat into the private sphere. The camera also captures customers, 
including young people who share the fear that “as of tomorrow the military will rule.” 

Time Loops: In Conversation with Christa Wolf
GDR, 1990-91, Dir. Karlheinz Mund, 110 min., color & b/w, doc. 

An open, personal conversation between Christa Wolf (1929-2011) and her friend, author 
Daniela Dahn, which took place during the GDR’s radical political and social changes in 1990. 
The film presents Wolf’s exceptional biography, so intimately entwined with German history, by 
combining their discussion of challenging ideas with rarely shown footage of Wolf’s readings, 
her statement at East Berlin‘s 11/4/89 protest and clips from her films. 

Yell Once a Week GDR, 1982/89, Dir. Günter Jordan, 14 min., color, doc.

This short follows young teenagers, from hanging out on the streets to a dance party. It was 
banned before its release, in part because the lyrics of the title song, played by the East Ger-
man rock group Pankow, that call for self-determination and freedom.

DVD Sets NEW RELEASES  |  Feature Films NEW RELEASES  |  Documentaries Two Films by German Filmmaker 
Annekatrin Hendel
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Berlin-Lichtenberg Station. They share personal experiences, resentment against the state 
and the decision to retreat into the private sphere. The camera also captures customers, 
including young people who share the fear that “as of tomorrow the military will rule.” 

Time Loops: In Conversation with Christa Wolf
GDR, 1990-91, Dir. Karlheinz Mund, 110 min., color & b/w, doc. 

An open, personal conversation between Christa Wolf (1929-2011) and her friend, author 
Daniela Dahn, which took place during the GDR’s radical political and social changes in 1990. 
The film presents Wolf’s exceptional biography, so intimately entwined with German history, by 
combining their discussion of challenging ideas with rarely shown footage of Wolf’s readings, 
her statement at East Berlin‘s 11/4/89 protest and clips from her films. 

Yell Once a Week GDR, 1982/89, Dir. Günter Jordan, 14 min., color, doc.

This short follows young teenagers, from hanging out on the streets to a dance party. It was 
banned before its release, in part because the lyrics of the title song, played by the East Ger-
man rock group Pankow, that call for self-determination and freedom.
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Beauty & Decay
Germany, 2019, 79 min., color, doc. 

A portrait of three artists who took 
part in the rebellious and creative 
East German youth scene of the 
1980s, when photographer Sven 
Marquardt took black-and-white 
portraits of artists in East Berlin’s 
subcultures, of which he was 
also part. He has now returned 
to photography and is again 
working with Dome, one of his 
favorite models. They also talk with 

photographer Robert Paris, the ‘pretty’ punk who was another 
of Marquardt’s models. 

The Brasch Family
Germany, 2018, 100 min., color, doc. 

Brasch: one of the most legendary 
and sensational names of (East) 
Germany. Director Hendel presents 
three generations of the Brasch 
family as a microcosm of tensions 
that raged in post-WWII Europe: 
between East and West, art and 
politics, communism and religion, 
love and betrayal, utopia and 
self-destruction. The film includes 
interviews with authors Marion 

Brasch and Christoph Hein, actress Katharina Thalbach, 
singer-songwriter Bettina Wegner and others.

Scan for a complete list of all 
educational streaming titles on 
Kanopy

Eastside Stories: Musicals Made in the GDR  
3-DVD Set         | Single titles:                  
As of the early-1960s, the DEFA Studios explored the genre of 
film musicals, inspired by Hollywood productions and revue films 
of the 1930’s–40’s, as a means to attract young audiences to 
movie theaters. This collection features three musicals with East 
Germany’s celebrity couple, the pop stars Chris Doerk and Frank 
Schöbel. 

Don’t Cheat, Darling!
GDR, 1972, Dir. Joachim Hasler, 91 min., color
A rivalry between a men’s and women’s soccer team is 
resolved when the team leaders fall in love.

Hot Summer 
GDR, 1967, Dir. Joachim Hasler, 91 min., color
Hitchhiking to the Baltic Sea, a group of girls and a 
group of boys compete to get there first. Soon, a love 
triangle takes center stage.

Wedding Night in the Rain 
GDR, 1967, Dir. Horst Seemann, 100 min., color
Gabi, a young hairdresser, desperately wants to be East 
Germany’s first female jockey. She’ll do anything to 
fulfill her dream. A film in Totalvision with a jazzy score.

Everyday Poetry: 
The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz 
4-DVD Set         | Single titles:                   
Helke Misselwitz, one of East Germany’s few women filmmakers, 
produced nine films before the DEFA Studios were closed in 1992. 
(See the back for more on the films.)

This boxed set presents these alongside extensive bonus features, 
such as newly commissioned texts by art historian Sara Blaylock 
(Univ. of MN Duluth) and Berlin-based film historian Claus Löser as 
well as a new interview with the director conducted by Peter Badel 
and Ilka Brombach (Filmuniversität Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF).

The Break-In GDR, 1988, Dir. Frank Beyer, 118 min., color

Berlin, 1946: Three small-time, oddball crooks plan the heist of their lives: breaking into 
the vault of Germany’s Transit Credit Union to steal the Reichsbahn payroll. Despite 
unforeseen incidents, the robbers are able to take off with the loot; but a motley police 
team is on their heels. Scriptwriter Wolfgang Kohlhaase turned this true story into a tour 
de force full of sharp, witty dialogue. This crime comedy offers a colorful portrayal of 
post-war Berlin and has a stellar cast: Otto Sander, Götz George, Rolf Hoppe. 

Fallada – The Last Chapter  GDR, 1988, Dir. Roland Gräf, 100 min., color

German novelist Hans Fallada (1893-1947) lives with his family in a remote town. His craving 
for peace and harmony collides with both his inner turmoil and the growing power of 
the Nazis. Believing that he can stay out of politics, he is conflicted when the Propaganda 
Ministry wants him to write an anti-Semitic work. He falls into a deep depression as 
substance abuse replaces writing. Things get no easier when his wife leaves him and 
his new lover pulls him deeper into the abyss. 

Mother Courage and Her Children  
GDR, 1960, Dirs. Peter Palitzsch, Manfred Wekwerth, 151 min., b/w

This film strictly follows the 1949 Berliner Ensemble (BE) stage production by Bertolt 
Brecht and Erich Engel. Though a film adaptation had been discussed since the late-
1940s, neither Engel nor director Wolfgang Staudte—who shot parts of an earlier version 
in 1955—could please Brecht. Finally, BE directors Palitzsch and Wekwerth took on the 
project and produced an adaptation in the Brechtian tradition with BE actors, including 
Helene Weigel in the leading role.

Star-Crossed Lovers GDR, 1962, Dir. Frank Beyer, 88 min., b/w 

In the final days of WWII, two defectors—the German soldier Michael and sergeant 
Jürgen—are on a Soviet plane to Moscow. In flashbacks, they remember their childhood 
in 1930’s Berlin. After the Nazis came to power, they had gone different ways: Jürgen 
joined the SA; Michael rebelled and was sent to a concentration camp; and their friend 
Magdalena got involved in the anti-Nazi resistance. In 1943, Michael unexpectedly meets 
Jürgen again… This release is based on the 4K restoration done by L’immagine Ritrovata 
Laboratory. 

Stielke, Heinz, Fifteen GDR, 1985-86, Dir. Michael Kann, 98 min., color

Heinz Stielke is a fanatic Hitler Youth member. Then he learns that his father, a hero who 
died fighting for his fatherland, was Jewish. From one day to the next, Heinz is expelled 
from high school, and his classmates approach him with malice and violence. He is 
shocked to be experiencing the anti-Semitism he had only heard about. When his mother 
dies in a bombing, he is left entirely alone…

…and Fridays at the Green Hell GDR, 1989, Dir. Ernst Cantzler, 49 min., color, doc.

For its fans, soccer is much more than just a game: it is a place to let out their frustrations in 
the last days of East Germany. Riots, massive clashes with opposing fan groups and fights with 
the police were common at GDR soccer games, and soccer fandom formed a subculture that 
eluded official control.

Claiming Space – East Germany’s Independent Art Exhibit Scene
Germany, 2009, By Claus Löser, Jakobine Motz, 100 min., color & b/w, doc. 

As of the late-1970s, young East German artists, especially in the larger cities, created spaces 
for cultural experimentation separate from official channels. With their art, they rebelled 
against both the art market and the country’s political climate. Original film footage is juxtapo-
sed with interviews with contemporary artists including Lutz Dammbeck, Michael Morgner, 
Fine Kwiatkowski and Else Gabriel. 

It’ll Be OK GDR/Germany, 1987-90, dir. Bernd Sahling, 78 min., color & b/w, doc. 

After a difficult childhood, 13-year-old Stummel decides to go punk. He wants to be indepen-
dent and find his own way in life, but feels he has no place in East German society. Fighting 
and playing punk music is how he copes with the situation. He breaks the law, ending up in 
detention centers and even prison. The film documents almost four years of Stummel’s life in 
East and West Germany. 

Snack Bar Special GDR, 1990, Dir. Thomas Heise, 27 min., b/w, doc. 

East Germany’s decline in fall 1989… from the point of view of workers at the snack bar at the 
Berlin-Lichtenberg Station. They share personal experiences, resentment against the state 
and the decision to retreat into the private sphere. The camera also captures customers, 
including young people who share the fear that “as of tomorrow the military will rule.” 

Time Loops: In Conversation with Christa Wolf
GDR, 1990-91, Dir. Karlheinz Mund, 110 min., color & b/w, doc. 

An open, personal conversation between Christa Wolf (1929-2011) and her friend, author 
Daniela Dahn, which took place during the GDR’s radical political and social changes in 1990. 
The film presents Wolf’s exceptional biography, so intimately entwined with German history, by 
combining their discussion of challenging ideas with rarely shown footage of Wolf’s readings, 
her statement at East Berlin‘s 11/4/89 protest and clips from her films. 

Yell Once a Week GDR, 1982/89, Dir. Günter Jordan, 14 min., color, doc.

This short follows young teenagers, from hanging out on the streets to a dance party. It was 
banned before its release, in part because the lyrics of the title song, played by the East Ger-
man rock group Pankow, that call for self-determination and freedom.
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Mark Your Calendar
Summer Film Institute, June 11-17, 2023 
Organized and hosted by the DEFA Film Library at 
UMass Amherst.

Hidden Figures: Blackness and Black 
Experiences in DEFA and the GDR

Co-directors: Priscilla Layne (UNC - Chapel Hill), 
Evan Torner (Univ. of Cincinnati)

Look for updates on umass.edu/defa or 
sign up for our e-newsletter at filmtour@umass.edu

Available on: DVD , Rental   and/or
Educational Streaming 

All films with English subtitles and not rated.

Featured on the front cover

Miss Butterfly 
GDR, 1965-66 / 2020, Dir. Kurt Barthel, 68 min., b/w  
Script: Christa Wolf, Gerhard Wolf, Kurt Barthel 
When their father dies, 17-year-old Helene Raupe and her little sister 
become orphans and must face the challenges of life in East Berlin. 
Combining fantasy scenes and clips shot in public with a hidden 
camera, the film was slated to be DEFA’s first official experimental 
film. While still in production, though, it was banned for its supposedly 
negative portrayal of daily life and subscribing to bourgeois values. In 
2020, this unique film was finally reconstructed, based on the original 
script and using preserved film and audio materials.

ART & POWER: The Films of Lutz Dammbeck
A selection of these films is also available on the DVD Art Unleashed: Experiments 
on Film by Lutz Dammbeck. 
All titles are also available for educational streaming on Kanopy or directly from us.

This retrospective, which premiered at Washington’s National Gallery in 2019, 
includes the complete cinematic oeuvre of German filmmaker and media artist 
Lutz Dammbeck. Made 1975 – 2015, the 18 titles include documented media 
collages, animations, and experimental and documentary films. This program 
offers viewers the opportunity to discover one of Germany’s most innovative 
contemporary artists, whose work blends film, art and politics in bold and 
unexpected ways.

For more information on the films, scan:

EVERYDAY POETRY: The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz 
These films are also available on the 4-DVD set  EVERYDAY POETRY: 
The Early Films of Helke Misselwitz and for educational streaming on Kanopy or 
directly from us.

After its successful tour in 2021-22, with screenings at New York’s Anthology Film 
Archives, Mar del Plata Film Festival in Argentina and Play-Doc in Spain, this 
retrospective is now available for rental.  

Including the nine films that Helke Misselwitz directed at the DEFA Studios, the pro-
gram features Winter Adé, the groundbreaking 1988 portrayal of East German women 
that made Misselwitz known worldwide, and her feature film debut Herzsprung (1992), 
a tragic romance set after the Wende. Also part of the retrospective are: Bulky Trash 
(1990), Who’s Afraid of the Bogeyman (1989), TangoDream (1985), Tango (1985), 
35 Photos (1984/85), Nude Photography - e.g. Gundula Schulze (1983) and The Marx Family 
(1983/88). Each film in its own way reflects Misselwitz‘s highly personal style, aesthetic 
and voice. At the time they were made, they also represented a challenge to mainstream 
(largely male) DEFA filmmaking and were often not widely distributed or banned. 

For more information on the films, scan: 

For more rental titles and formats, please visit our website or email us.

DEFA Film Library I 502 Herter Hall I UMass Amherst  
161 Presidents Drive | Amherst, MA 01003 
umass.edu/defa | defa@german.umass.edu | ☎ (413) 545-6681

 @defafilmlibraryamherst  |    @defafilmlibrary
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Graduate Student 
Essay Award 2023

This annual prize is awarded for the best graduate 
student paper on East German cinema. The prize 
is accompanied by a cash award of $500 from the 
Founder’s Fund for Student Research, established in 
honor of the DEFA Film Library’s founding director, 
Barton Byg, to help support research into East 
German cinema. (See details at umass.edu/defa)

Eligibility: US or international graduate students, 
including recent graduates (since January 1, 2022).

Deadline: August 15, 2023

2021 Winner: Thomas Preston (Columbia Univ.), for 
his paper „Loneliness and Pathos in Heiner Carow‘s 
Coming Out“

THE DEFA FILM LIBRARY 
IS TURNING 30!

CELEBRATE WITH US AND
WATCH AND SCREEN 
OUR FILMS.

DEFA FILM LIBRARY
[East] German Cinema & Beyond, since 1993

Rent Our Recent Retrospectives for Your Festival,
Cultural or Educational Institution or Cinema 

Photo:  Sandra Buschow

Coming Out 
(GDR, 1989, 
dir. Heiner Carow)




