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Exhibition curators

Christoph Tannert was born in Leipzig, East Germany in 1955. He studied art history 
and archeology at Humboldt University in East Berlin, graduating in 1981, after which 
he started working as a freelance art critic and curator focusing on contemporary art. 

Tannert is a prolific author, with publications including a wide range of articles and 
essays in art magazines and monographic catalogues. Books include: Men in Black: 
Handbuch der kuratorischen Praxis (2004); New German Painting (2006) and BERLIN. 
STATUS 1 (2012, with Sven Dühl, bilingual), about an exhibit of over 50 young Berlin 
artists at the Berlin Künstlerhaus Bethanien in 2012. Tannert has also  

curated numerous exhibits, including: 
L’autre Allemagne hors les murs (Paris, 
1990); Moscow/Berlin 1950–2000 (Berlin, 
2003, Moscow, 2004); Urbane Realitäten. 
Fokus Istanbul (Berlin, 2005); Daydreams 
& Dark Sides (Berlin, 2008); and AVANT-
GOÛT / Live in Your Head (Geneva, 2009).

Christoph Tannert has been on the edito-
rial board of EUROPEAN PHOTOGRAPHY 
and a member of the Berlin Arts Council 
(Rat für die Künste Berlin). He has been 
the director of the Künstlerhaus Bethanien 
in Berlin since 2000. Soon thereafter, he 
was appointed to the board of the Berlin 
Photography Festival and in 2006, 2008 
and 2010 he served as a reviewer for the 

international FotoFest Biennial in Houston, the oldest and longest-running photogra-
phy festival in the United States. In 2005, Tannert was awarded the Golden Cross of 
Merit of the Republic of Poland for his services to German-Polish relations, including 
his support in introducing young Polish artists to a German audience.

Maurice Najman was born in Paris in 1948, the son of Jewish Polish parents; his father 
was a radical communist and his mother, a daughter of Rosa Luxemburg’s cousin, 
survived Auschwitz. All his life, Najman was involved in left-wing activities in France; 
he protested against the Vietnam war, at 20 joined the radical Alliance marxiste-
révolutionaire, supported the Algerian resistance movement, and was a prominent 
participant in the protest movement that rocked the country in May 1968. L’Evènement 
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once wrote about him: “Everytime a new movement started somewhere in the world, 
Najman knew the goals, tendencies and masterminds.” 

As a journalist, Najman wrote about international politics and conflicts for notable 
French newspapers, including Libération, Le Monde diplomatique and L’Autre journal. He 
traveled extensively, visiting Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Venezuela, and Poland, among other 
countries. He found unusual ways to pursue his interest in politics and art. At one 
point, he lived under a false identity in Czechoslovakia so he could support an experi-

mental underground rock band, The Plastic 
People of the Universe, which was formed 
in Prague after the Soviet invasion  
in 1968. After meeting Václav Havel,  
Najman also got involved in the civil  
rights movement Charter 77. 

On November 4, 1989, a few days before 
the opening of the Berlin Wall, Najman 
participated in the major demonstration 
at East Berlin’s Alexanderplatz. This was 
when he met Markus Wolf, head of the 
foreign espionage division of the Stasi, the 
East German secret service.* In 1990-91, 
fascinated by the East German intellec-
tual’s Jewish family history and his involve-
ment in international espionage, Najman 

conducted an extensive interview with Wolf about his experiences as a spy, which was 
published in 1992 under the title L’œil de Berlin: Entretiens de Maurice Najman avec l’ex-
patron des services secrets est-allemands. 

Najman was also the executive producer of the record Born in DDR (France, 1990), 
a compilation of historical speeches mixed with East German rock music by Feeling B, 
Sandow, AG Geige and Die Firma. These bands also participated in Najman’s co-curated 
exhibition L’autre Allemagne hors les murs (The Other Germany Outside the Walls) in 
Paris in January 1990. 

Later, Najman was part of a documentary film team working on various current-
affairs shorts, screened on the French television stations France 3 and arte. Among  
the films they made were: Le Blues de l’armée russe (1993), about the contemporary 
situation within the Russian army; Bons Baisers de Berlin (1995), a story about four  
Cold War spies; and Le Dos au Mur (1998), based on documents from private and 
secret archives, about the opening of the Berlin Wall. Maurice Najman died in 1999, at 
the age of 50, in Paris.

____________
* Wolf, Markus, Freunde sterben nicht (Das Neue Berlin, 2002): 154. al
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