NB: Bracketed information describes appearance in Voigt’s documentary Dusk: 1950s East Berlin Bohemia.

Barbara Brecht-Schall (1930-2015)
The daughter of playwright Bertolt Brecht and Helene Weigel, an actress and the director of the
Berliner Ensemble theater company, founded in 1949. In the late 1940s, she returned with her
parents from American exile, via Zurich, Switzerland, to settle in East Berlin. Also an actress, she
became part of the Berliner Ensemble and married actor Ekkehard Schall. [Remembers her arrival
as a teenager, the child of expatriate parents, in postwar Berlin.]

Rudi Ebeling (1921-2007)
Studied painting at the Kunsthochschule Weissensee, but was kicked out in 1953. He was
accused of disregarding Soviet art and the Dresden State Art Exhibition. In 1960, he founded the
first independent East German gallery, Konkret, in East Berlin. [Talks about how officials did not
appreciate his artistic style.]

Heinz-Dieter Knaup (b. 1929)
From 1949 to 1952, he took acting classes at the Deutsches Theaterinstitut in Weimar. He joined the
Berliner Ensemble in 1954 and played important roles in Brecht plays. He is also known as a film
actor. [Appears in the film with actor Stefan Lisewski behind the bar and at the piano.]
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Ingrid Lechner (b. unknown)
A student in the 1950s. More recently, she has worked as a translator. [Discusses the role of women
in East Berlin’s 1950s Bohemian scene.]

Stefan Lisewski (1933-2016)
Performed at the Berliner Ensemble from 1957 to 1999 and played many leading roles in Brecht
plays, including Mack the Knife in the Three Penny Opera. He has also acted in many television and
cinema films. [Appears with actor Heinz-Dieter Knaup behind the bar and at the piano.]
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Rolf Ludwig (1925-1999)
Started his acting in post-WWII British captivity. His first professional on-stage performance was
with the Hamburg Kammerspiele in 1947; in the mid-1950s, he performed at the Volksbühne and then
the Deutsches Theater. He also took roles in DEFA films and became one of East Germany’s most
celebrated actors. His personal contact with the poet and author Wolfgang Borchert (1921-1947)
influenced his artistic work. [Reads Wolfgang Borchert’s short story, The Kitchen Clock.]

Barbara Lübbert (b. unknown)
Modeled for the East German fashion magazine Sybille and the GDR Modeinstitut. In the late 1950s,
she completed training as a clerk and worked as a journalist as of the early 1970s. [Remembers her
time as a model and discusses the role of women in East Berlin’s 1950s Bohemian scene.]

Kurt Mühle (1925-1997)
An architect, decorator and painter of nudes who came to Berlin from Leipzig. An East Berlin
character and master of the art of living, he is laid to rest in Berlin’s Französischer Friedhof. [Seated
at a table, wearing a trench coat; answers the question,“When will you die?”]

Ekkehard Schall (1930-2005)
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Joined the Berliner Ensemble in 1952 and became a leading male interpreter of the entire Brecht
canon. Upon leaving the Berliner Ensemble in the 1990s, he had over 60 roles credited to his name.
Also known as a film actor, he was married to Barbara Brecht-Schall. [Talks about Brecht as a
director and the role of the Berliner Ensemble within the theater scene.]

Hans Stetter (b. 1927)
Came to East Berlin in 1949 and played at the Berliner Ensemble and Deutsches Theater, as well
as in a few films. In 1958, he left for West Germany, where he continued his acting career at the
Städtischen Bühnen in Frankfurt and then at the Munich Residenztheater. [Talks about the Berliner
Ensemble and Deutsches Theater in the 1950s.]
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Werner Stötzer (1931-2010)
Studied sculpting in Weimar and Dresden and, from 1954 to 1958, was a master student at the Berlin
Academy of Arts. The main character in Konrad Wolf’s film The Naked Man on the Sports Field is
based on Stötzer. [Standing, with a cigarette in his hand. Talks about his life in East Berlin]

Karl-Eduard von Schnitzler (1918-2001)
An East German Cold War propagandist who hosted the weekly television show Der schwarze
Kanal. [Talks about secret service agents and propaganda in 1950s East Berlin.]

Igael Tumarkin (b. 1933)
Born in Dresden, the son of DEFA film director Martin Hellberg; he emigrated with his mother and
stepfather to Palestine when he was two. He worked as a set designer at the Berliner Ensemble
from 1955 to 1957. He then worked in Europe, travelling to Africa, the Near and Far East and the
USA, where he also lived for several years before moving to Tel Aviv in the 1970s. [Sculptor in Israel.
Talks about his experiences in postwar Berlin.]

Jutta Voigt (b. 1941)
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Studied philosophy at the Humboldt Universität. In the 1950s, she worked as a model. She has
worked as a film critic, columnist and editor. Since 1989, she has published many books about her
life in East Germany and is known for her entertaining feuilleton writing style. Voigt was married to
documentary filmmaker Peter Voigt. [Discusses the role of women in East Berlin’s 1950s Bohemian
scene.]

Carl “Charlie” Weber (1925-2016)
Brecht’s assistant director as of 1952, and then the resident director of the Berliner Ensemble after
Brecht’s death in 1956. Has worked as a visiting theater director around the world and translated
and introduced avant-garde playwrights and experimental theater to the West. Taught drama at
New York University and Stanford University. [Reads from his Stanford magazine article about his
Jan. 1992 visit to Berlin.]
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Gerd Zeuchner (b. 1925)
An architect who worked at the Berlin Bauakademie and the Institut für Städtebau und Architektur.
In 1989, he published Stadtgestaltung, a monograph on the urban design of European cities,
including East German cities. [Talks about urban design in Berlin and the role of Socialist Realism in
1950s East Germany.]

Also in the film:
Ulrich Wüst (b. 1949)
Studied at Weimar’s Hochschule für Architektur und Bauwesen from 1967 to 1972, then moved to
East Berlin and worked as an urban planner and photo editor. Has been a freelance photographer
since 1984. His mainly b/w photos are in the collections of prestigious museums, including the
Harvard Art Museums. [Shows his photographs at the end of the film.]
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